^v"^ What is claimed is: 

1 ^ 1 . , A method of gathering data from a database, comprising: 

2 \ receiving, in a server system, objects containing image data extracted from 

3 the databasAin response to a request received from a cHent system, the objects 

4 correspondina to one or more layers; and 

5 m the server system, combining the objects and creating a file containing a 

6 representation onthe image data for communication to the client system. 

1 2. TheVnethod of claim 1, wherein receiving the object comprises receiving 

2 objects extracted from an object relational database. 

1 3. The mefljod of claim 1, v^herein creating the file comprises creating a 

2 markup language file. 

1 4. The method of claim 3, w^herein creating the markup language file 

2 comprises creating a Virtual Reality Markup Language file. 

1 5. The method of clVim 1 , wherein receiving the objects comprises receiving 

2 objects containing geospatial data\ 

1 6. The method of claim l,V^herein receiving the objects comprises receiving 

2 the objects containing at least one of theYollowing elements: points, lines, and polygons. 

1 7. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the objects comprises receiving 

2 the objects containing at least one of the following elements: an image, points, lines, and 

3 polygons. 

1 8. The method of claim 7, wherein combining the objects comprises 

2 combining two or more of the image, points, lines, ana\polygons. 
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1 i 9. The method of claim 8, wherein creating the file comprises creating a 

2 Virtual Reality Markup Language file. 

1 M). The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving a request for plural 

2 layers of image data, and wherein receiving the objects comprises receiving objects 

3 extracted from the database for the plural layers. 

1 ^ ^ * \ method of claim 10, wherein creating the file comprises creating a 

2 Virtual Realitv Markup Language file. 



1 12. The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

2 displaying image data represented by the Virtual Reality Markup Language 
Ci 3 file in the client system; and 

Q 4 generating the request for plural layers of image data in response to an 
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5 interactive user actionWith respect to the displayed image data. 

1 13. A system\comprising: 

2 an interface to a database system; 

3 an interfac^o a client system; and 

4 a controller adapted to receive a request from the client system, receive 

5 objects containing geospatialViata extracted from the database system in response to the 

6 request, and combine the objeo|s into a file that provides a visual representation of the 

7 image data. 

1 14. The system of claim \3, wherein the database system comprises an object 

2 relational database system. 

1 15. The system of claim 13, wh^ein the geospatial data contains at least one 

2 of an image, points, lines, and polygons. 
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1 16. \ ^he system of claim 15, wherein the database system comprises a table 

2 containing thevimfi^e, points, lines, and polygons, the objects being extracted from 

3 different column^ of the table. 




1 ^ 17. ^ The system of claim 13, wherein the file comprises a markup language 

2 V^file. 



1 18. 'me system of claim 13, wherein the file comprises a Virtual Reality 

2 Markup Language^file. 

f iJf<r An article comprising at least one storage medium containing instructions 

2 that when executed cause a server system to: 

3 receive a itequest from a client system for data in a database; 

4' receive objects containing geospatial data from the database in response to 

5 the request; and \ 

6 combine the objects into a file to represent an image that is a composite of 

7 the combined geospatial data. 

1 ^ ^J^, The article of claim\ rSL wherein the instructions when executed cause the 

2 server system to combine the objects into a Virtual Reality Markup Language file. 

^ ^ A ^ ^^!^ The article of claim 1^, wherein the instructions when executed cause the 

2 server system to receive objects containing^geo spatial data that include at least one of an 

3 image, points, lines, and polygons. 

The article of claim V^, wherein the instructions when executed cause the 

2 server system to receive objects containing the imagp, points, lines, and polygons from 

3 different columns of a table in the database. 

1 Y The article of claim iX^wherein the mstrux^ions when executed cause the 

2 server system to receive objects from an object relational database system. 
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1 The\article of claim r^, wherein the instructions when executed cause the 

2 server system to receive objects associated with a pluraHty of layers of an image. 

^ ^^^cT The ar&cle of claim 13v wherein the request received from the client 

2 system is for a first laye^r of the image, the instructions when executed further causing the 

3 server system to receive a^second request from the client system for a plurality of layers 

4 of the image. 



12 



